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OUTCOMES LEADING UP TO 
THE 60’S SCOOP

• Closing of Residential Schools

• Treaties not honored



SIXTIES SCOOP

• Reasons givens for apprehension:

• Parents unfit, neglect, addictions

But more often:

• Financial incentives to adopt Aboriginal 

children out to the United States.   

• Children would be better off in white middle 

class homes, continuation of colonialism.

• Poverty (their interpretation).



ADOPT AN INDIAN OR METIS 
PROGRAM (A.I.M)



A.I.M



MARGARET MURRAY, AGE 3



SIXTIES SCOOP

• Adoptive families were encouraged by 

social workers to change the children's 

name, as well as omit any information 

about the child's nation or community. 

• Most parents spoke negatively about 

Aboriginal people, resulting in cultural 

shame and self-loathing for the adoptee.

• Many parents told the children that they 

were Italian or Israeli as a reason for their 

dark complexion. 



IMPACTS OF THE SIXTIES SCOOP

• 85% of adoptions fail.

• As adults, majority of adoptees struggle 

with addictions.

• The majority of adoptees pursue their roots.

• When adoptees return to the their 

community, they often experience culture 

shock, which may be devastating.

• 1985 Kimelman report, he referred to the 

Sixties Scoop as : “Cultural genocide”.



WHAT SAVED ME

• Unconditional love from my Bubbi

• She believed in me when I didn’t



BUBBI AND GRANDPA



BORN AGAIN INDIAN

• Age 21  saw Dances with Wolves.

• My Bubbi helped me find my biological family and regain my Indian Status.

• Began working as a model and actor, specifically in Indigenous roles.

• I complete my degree at University at Concordia, BA in Human Relations

• While at University, spearheaded the organization Advocacy for Native 

Adoptees.

• Sought out and became active in the Urban Indigenous Community. 

(Worked at the NFCM, and the Native Women’s Shelter of Montreal since 

1998.)



BIOLOGICAL FAMILY



CURRENT REALITIES FOR 
INDIGENOUS PEOPLE

• Multiple Inquiries, multiple ignored recommendations: MMIW 

(231) and Viens Commission (142)

• Truth And Reconciliation Report -2015

• 94 calls to Action

• 11 completed by 2024

• The 1st recommendations from the TRC’s is the child welfare 

system



WHY AREN’T THESE 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

APPLIED?

WHAT IS THE 
INDIGENOUS 

COMMUNITY SUPPOSED 
TO DO?







RESILIENCE MONTREAL



ARCHITECTURE 
SANS 

FRONTIERS

BRUNO 
DEMERS



CONCEPT: A 
WELLNESS 

CENTER 
FOR THE 

HOMELESS



150 
VOLUNTEERS









ELDER 
OTSI’TSAKEN:RA

Opening 

ceremony





COMMUNITY 
MEMBERS



NEW BUILDING

• Concepts for a Wellness Center

• Architects had many consultation meetings 

with members of the homeless community, 

Inuit community and Mohawk community.

• Asked them, “What does home look like to 

you?”













2 FOR 1

• The need for supportive housing with 

wrap around services.

• A social pediatric service that offers 

additional professional services for 

families, who struggles with DYP























PERMANENT PEOPLE’S TRIBUNAL ON 
MISSING INDIGENOUS CHILDREN AND 

UNMARKED GRAVES 2026



WHAT IS THE PPT

• The Permanent Peoples’ Tribunal (PPT) is an international 

opinion tribunal established in 1979 in Bologna, Italy, within the 

framework of the Universal Declaration of Peoples' Rights. It 

operates from Rome and is composed of 66 internationally 

recognized members.

• The Tribunal’s findings have been cited in major human rights 

reports and used as evidence in academic research and 

advocacy efforts. While the PPT cannot enforce its decisions, it 

is instrumental in raising awareness, holding institutions 

accountable, and promoting global action.



PPT ON MISSING INDIGENOUS 
CHILDREN AND MASS GRAVES

• In the lead-up to the Tribunal, NWSM and AICF  will work 

closely with residential school survivors and their families, 

experts, international human rights lawyers, legal clinics, 

archivists, historians and advocates to gather evidence and 

testimonies that will build a strong and legitimate record of the 

crimes allegedly committed. This will be followed by the 

public session of the Tribunal, during which oral testimonies 

and arguments are presented, and the Tribunal’s panel of 

judges presents its advisory opinion. 



STEPS UNDER WAY

• Assembled a core team of international human rights lawyers, Eloise 

Decoste, Erick Sullivan and Jonathan Ellison, 

• On going partnership with Know History, Canada’s leading historical 

service firm. (Using public articles and “substantiated’ grave sites.

• Working on the indictment on Crimes against Humanity and Genocide

• Created an Elders Committee and a Survivors Committee to guide us in 

the work

• Secured services from the Aboriginal Legal Services, lead prosecutor 

Christa Big Canoe and her team, as well as students.



STEPS UNDER WAY

• Bring a team of Indigenous Lawyers as advisors

• Obtaining collaboration of expert witnesses Kimberly Murray, Dr 

Mark Kersten and Fanni Lafountaine

• Offering trauma informed training prior to collecting evidence

• Strengthening partnerships with others like Sto:lo Research and 

Resource Management Centre, leaders like ITK President Natan 

Obed, Office of the Treaty Commissioner and the Survivors 

Secretariat.

• Securing in kind donation of venue from Daphne Art Center (an 

Indigenous organization)



CAN YOU HELP?

• Looking for pro bono lawyers who practice in 

International Human Rights.

• Looking for volunteers who are researchers and 

archivists

• Looking for sources of funding and resources
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